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Considerations in Identifying Services and Selecting a New Program
What type of special services does my child need in the new program?

What type of special services are available in the new program and how often can they be provided?
Are there additional special services that would need to be added to the new program in order to meet the needs of my child?
Does the program include both children with special needs and those without identified special needs?
Does the program provide full or part-day classes?
What are the other children in the program like?
Does the program provide child care for after school hours or transportation to child care services? Will I need to provide
transportation for my child?
Where is the program located? Will my child need to take the bus? Is this where my other children go to school?
Is there a cost for this program that the family must pay?
Does my child need access to medical staff?
If so, are medical staff available in this program?
Are there skills and behaviors my child should have before entering this program?
What type of teaching practices are used (direct teaching, play-based, group activities, one-to-one teaching)?
What behavior management or discipline strategies are used? What are the classroom rules?
What is the daily routine?
How many children and adults are in the classroom?
What are the new teachers like? Do the teachers have training and experience with children with special needs? Are the
teachers willing and able to make accommodations for children with varying needs?
What are the options and/or requirements for family involvement?
Does the program provide home visits?
Other:

Communication Schedule
This worksheet is designed to help your family and program staff develop a communication schedule so that everyone
understands the best times and ways to share information. This sheet can be completed by your family and program
staff after discussing how and when you will communicate.
How Will We
Communicate

How Often Will We Communicate
Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Best Times to Communicate
Other

Telephone Calls
Notes
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
Home/School
Notebook
Pick Up or Drop
Off Talks
Other

Worksheet for Sharing Information about Your Child
One important part of transition is sharing information about your child's needs, strengths, and abilities. The following information
will help the staff in the new program learn about and plan for your child.
1. What types of things does your child enjoy learning?
2. What things are the most difficult for your child to learn?
3. What are your child's favorite toys and activities?
4. How does your child get along with other children?
5. What types of rewards work best with your child (for example, hugs, praise, stickers)?
6. What types of discipline work best with your child?
7. What kind of support or help, if any, does your child need during routines such as eating, dressing, toileting, napping, etc.?
8. What was your child working on in the last program that you would like to see continued in the new program?
9. What other goals would you like to see for your child in the new program?
10. What other information would you like to share about your child?

Sample Transition Timeline
This sample transition timeline identifies what steps will be followed in transition, who is responsible for each step in
the transition process, and when each step will be accomplished. This includes steps that are required by law as part of
the IFSP and steps that are options to consider when developing a transition plan.
Date

Responsibility
Hold first planning meeting to begin the transition process.
Develop a transition plan and provide information concerning child and parent rights.*
Identify goals and methods to prepare the child and family for transition.*
The family provides consent for release of information to public school and other programs
or services.*
Identify necessary evaluations to determine eligibility for continued special education
services and conduct evaluations.*
The transition team discusses eligibility for continued special education services and other
issues related to transition, and identifies future program options (MDC meeting).*
Members of the transition team visit program options.
If the child is eligible to receive special education services, the transition team writes the
IEP and identifies new program(s) and services.
The family and child visit the new program, meet with the teacher and related services
staff.
The early intervention staff transfers records and contacts the new program staff to
exchange information.*
The child starts the new program on the eligible or agreed upon date.*
The family meets with the new program staff to assess child adjustment.
Early intervention and the new program staff evaluate the transition process, including
child adjustment and family satisfaction.

* Steps that are required as part of the IFSP appear with an asterisk.

